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Commissioner for Patents 
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Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

DECLARATION 

Now comes the undersigned, Mary Ellen Birli and states as follows: 



I am the inventor in the above application and am familiar with the 
invention, the application, and the claims. 

The invention has become of commercial importance to my Employer, 
ERICO International Corporation (ERICO), the Assignee of the invention and 
above application. 
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The commercial form of the present invention, in addition and after 
achieving its commercial importance, has recently been slavishly copied by a 
manufacture in China and imported to this country. 

Attached hereto as Exhibits A, B, C and D are digital photographs of 
ERICO's commercial product. 

Also, attached hereto as Exhibits E, F, G and H are digital photographs 
of the product which is a copy of ERICO's commercial product depicted in 
photographs Exhibits A, B, C and D. 

I have been advised that the product depicted in photograph Exhibits E, 
F, G and H has been manufactured in China and sold to one or more 
distributors in this country. 

As can be seen, both products includes a sheet metal housing having 
side walls which are notched to form a jaw opening with a clamping screw and 
thread form opening positioned above the jaw opening so that a structural 
flange or the like may be positioned in the jaw opening and clamped against 
the bottom of the jaw opening by tightening the clamp screw. 

The sheet metal housing behind the jaw opening includes side walls of 
substantial depth and the two side walls are joined by a back or end wall. The 
top and bottom of the housing behind the jaw opening includes openings to 
accommodate a threaded rod extending vertically beyond the structural flange 
adapted to be accommodated in the jaw opening. 

As can be seen both the ERICO rod hanger and the Chinese copy have 
parallel vertical slots in the opposite side walls behind the jaw opening 
symmetrically positioned with respect to and parallel with the axis of the rod 
accommodating holes, and the housing of each is provided with clip guide and 
clip back-up arms formed as projections across the interior of the housing and 
struck from the back of the housing, respectively. 
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The product depicted in Exhibits E, F, G and H appears to me to be a 
slavish copy of the product depicted in Exhibits A, B, C and D. 

I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge 
are true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to 
be true; and further that these statements were made with the knowledge that 
willful false statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or 
imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the United States 
Code, and that such willful false statements made jeopardize the validity of any 
application or proceeding. 
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